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A. Outstanding academic achievements 
Professor Becker’s outstanding contribution to the society through his 

innovative and tireless academic work illuminates the fact that how much power 
academic discipline could have in order to make the world a better place for all human 
beings.  The remarkable achievements give all researchers and students in the social 
sciences hopes and encouragements to further explore the enormous possibilities of 
academic research.  As the leading university of social sciences, Hitotsubashi 
University is proud to confer the honorary degree to him to commemorate his great 
achievements forever.          

His unparalleled achievements are well symbolized by so many prizes and 
honors awarded to him, including Nobel Prize for economic sciences in 1992, Medal of 
Science from the President of the U.S. in 2000, Phoenix Prize from the University of 
Chicago in 2000, as well as his service as a president of the American Economic 
Association in 1987. (A brief introduction of his achievement is given in “Major 
Achievements of Professor Gary Becker.”)    

There were no such economists who have influenced on such a wide range of 
discipline of social sciences.  Nevertheless, it has not been done without difficulty.  
His innovative research orientation trying to explain phenomena that were not 
regarded as economic problems was once jealously called as “economic imperialism.”  
There were a lot of criticisms from researchers of many different fields especially from 
ones invaded, such as law, sociology, religion, anthropology, and so on.  His 
excellence was typically illustrated by his attitude towards these criticisms.  He 
carefully examined all criticisms to learn what should be learned, while making 
persuasive rejoinders by presenting robust theoretical and empirical evidences.  By 
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making these efforts, many followers of the same line of research and even new fields 
of disciple have emerged with an amazing speed.  The courage to challenge 
unpopular things is indispensable.  His strong belief in the discipline backed by the 
continued effort to make changes to happen is the model that all researchers and 
students, and even all men and women, have to learn from him.  When we think of 
his honorary degree from Hitotsubashi University, please recall the importance of this 
attitude towards scientific research.                               
 
 
B. Contributions to Hitotsubashi University 

Professor Becker has made great contributions to Hitotsubashi University.  He 
visited Hitotsubashi in 2002 as its first foreign academic advisor.  He gave a keynote 
speech at the opening memorial symposium of e-commerce courses at Graduate School 
of Commerce and Management, and another special lecture.  At that time, 
Hitotsubashi University was in the process to create its medium-term plan to prepare 
for the incorporation of national universities in 2004.  He gave a lot of precious advise 
for Hitotsubashi to become one of the top universities in the world, which is 
Hitotsubashi’s objective for the first six years after its incorporation.  The current 
medium-term plan is largely based on his advise at that time.   

As a founder of the filed of human capital, he is the authority in the field of 
higher education in the world.  He understands Hitotsubashi’s leading position and 
its noble ambition in the research and education of social sciences in Asia and is very 
much interested in its future.  The conferring of the honorary degree is a form of the 
gratitude from Hitotsubashi University for his continued support and encouragement 
for its further contribution to the global society. 

Professor Becker has been awarded 15 honorary degrees from universities of all 
different parts of the world, including the U.S., Europe, Middle East, and South 
America, except for Asia.  Hitotsubashi University is the first university in Asia to 
confer the honorary degree to him.              

             
            

 


