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The objective of this paper is to provide descriptive information about the living environment
of International Students Dormitory Association of Kodaira (ISDAK) to new residents so that
they could effectively answer the Room Assignment Questionnaire. Please make the most of
this paper, in order to create your preference rankings over the buildings and room types. While
we did our best to write down precise information in this paper, it could be possible that some
of them may be outdated or imprecise, and we would like to apologize beforehand for the

inconvenience that they could cause.

This paper was made by the volunteer work of Resident Assistants (RAs) at ISDAK, but would
not have realized without the generous help of the Student Support Office of Hitotsubashi
University and the plaza staff of ISDAK. We, the RAs, would therefore like to show a deep

appreciation to all of their support here.

Updated date: November 28", 2018
Suttikan Lapisatepun (RA)
Takayuki Kai (RA)
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Abstract

As mentioned above, ISDAK stands for International Students Dormitory Association of
Kodaira. More than 600 students live in ISDAK, and that consists of domestic and international
students at Hitotsubashi University, and international students at Tokyo Gakugei University,
Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, and The University of Electro-Communications.
Due to that diversity, we recognize ourselves as a platform for students to interact regardless of
their nationality, university, or age.

Buildings

There are 8 buildings in ISDAK: A-North, A-South, B, C, D, E, S, and N. In this paper, we
categorize them in the following way. Note that D building is not on the list, as it is only for
students living with their spouse or children.

A Shared type: 120 rooms (20 flats)
Single type: 204 rooms (14 floors)

5 Shared type: 18 rooms (3 flats)
Single type: 148 rooms (7 floors)

C Single type: 40 rooms (5 floors)

E Shared type: 72 rooms (12 flats)

S/N Single type: 141 rooms (8 floors)

Room Types

There are two room types, shared and single. Basically, both types are furnished in the same

way; however, there are following differences between the two.

Shared type Single type
Layout
NIGEIE 1

— o e [ 1Ty
Unit A flat consists of 6 rooms A floor consists of 10-20 rooms
Washroom | 2 shared washrooms per flat Private washroom attached to each

room

Kitchen 1 kitchen room per flat 1-2 kitchen rooms per floor
Shower 2 shower rooms per flat 4 shower rooms per floor
Access All of the facilities above are connected by | Rooms, kitchens, and shower rooms

an indoor hallway (no shoes allowed).

are connected by an outdoor hallway.
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- Japanese Undergraduates : HA&RA OFE4E

- International Students : BF4 05> b, FAEEZBNE L TEEBICFAIET 5&

- Exchange Students : EF4 D5 b, FHEX 1 Fo LRIARLITRKFICAET 5F&

- Master/Doctor : EfE4MhHT. LS FELSEEZBNE L TAFRICAET 254

We categorized the residents by their student statuses, and made that into a graph.

« RA/CA : Student staff which consists of Resident Assistants and Community Assistants

- Japanese Undergraduates : Domestic students in the undergraduate program

* International Students : International students intending to obtain an undergraduate degree
- Exchange Students : International students who are here for 6-12 months

- Master/Doctor : Students intending to obtain a graduate degree, regardless of their nationality
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The majority of residents in the A building flats
are domestic undergraduate students who are in
their first or second year. Thus, the main spoken
language in that environment will probably be
Japanese. How much you interact with others will
differ by the flats; basically, you get to decide the
level of interaction. As it is the shared type, you will
be required to have some sharing spirit: be
considerate and compromise to others.
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About half of the residents are domestic
undergraduate students in their first or second
year, and the other half is the exchange students.
If you want to interact with Japanese people using
Japanese, this may be the place for you. As
interactive people gather, you will also be
expected to interact with them. Meanwhile, you
will have your own private space once you are

back in your room.
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B building flats tend to be quieter than the
other flats in the A and E buildings. People
here seem to prioritize their own space. A lot
of people can speak both English and
Japanese, and thus if you want to study
Japanese while mainly speaking English, this
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Most of the undergraduate students in B
building (single type) are in their upper years.
There are a lot of graduate students and
international students here as well. The residents
here tend to prioritize their study, and therefore
are quieter than the residents in the other
buildings. In addition, you can hear stories from
other universities at the monthly floor meetings,
as the universities that the residents go to are

relatively diversified.
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The rooms in C building are the single type,
but since there are only 8 rooms in one floor,
that environment could be close to the shared
type. There are undergraduate students,
graduate students, and exchange students
living here. The spoken language differs among
the floors, but basically it is a mix of English and

Japanese.
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Most of the residents at E building are

exchange students. The main spoken language

[Europe, 11.|[_"
: here is English. It is the best place to be if you

want to interact with others, and residents tend
to gather in one of the flats on the weekends.

Do understand, however, that when people

Other Asian
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gather, keeping quiet is difficult.
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Upper undergraduate students, and graduate
students who originally are from Asian countries
consists most of the residents in S/N building. While
the rooms here are quite large, the walls are somewhat
thin, and thus soundproofing may not be so successful.
Residents here tend to be less interactive compared to
those in the other buildings. Although the main spoken
language here is Japanese, you could also learn

Chinese since there are a lot of Chinese speakers, too.
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