“Global Report

Hitotsubashi University’s Support
System for Accepting International
Students Accelerates Globalization

Hitotsubashi University accepts outstanding international students from around the world.

Many international students on campus work on research as long-term regular undergraduate
students or graduate students. These students also participate in classes and seminars as short-term
exchange students. This article describes Hitotsubashi University’s acceptance situations for
international students and the support available to these students.

The Highest Ratio of International
Students among Japanese
Universities

From undergraduate school to graduate school, Hitotsu-
bashi University has many international students. Hailing
from all over the world, international students come to
Japan from a total of 52 countries and
regions, particularly in Asia (Figure 1).
These students can often be seen inter-
acting with one another in the first floor
lounge of the East Campus International
Research Building, where the accep-
tance desk of the International Affairs
Office is located.

According to data from May 2015,
there are 732 international students at Hitotsubashi Uni-
versity, 264 undergraduate students, and 468 graduate-
level students. Although the number of international stu-
dents has gradually increased each year, the university

Japanese:

94.1%
(4,193) Total: (1,455)

does not have a high number of these students com-
pared with other universities throughout Japan. The per-
centage of international students is 5.9% at the under-
graduate level and 24.3% at the graduate level, or 11.5%
of overall students (Figure 2). Through a full-fledged sup-
port system that includes the aforementioned English
courses and Japanese language instruction, Hitotsu-
bashi University has a plan in place to
increase the number of international
students accepted for short-, mid-, and
long-term study and to promote global-
ization internally.

Types of international students include
international undergraduate and gradu-
ate students in long-term regular courses,

- exchange students as well as MEXT
scholarship recipients in Japan for Japanese Studies at
the undergraduate level and foreign research students at
the graduate level. Our exchange students have been
recommended by universities with which Hitotsubashi

[Figliiell» Five-year trend in international students by country
and region (as of May 1 of each year)

Category 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Total 623 677 689 727 732

[Figlii@i2) The ratio of international students to Japanese students
at Hitotsubashi University (as of May 1, 2015)
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Japanese Language Education

Individual Tutor Program

Housing Support

Career Support

Scholarships and Tuition Exemptions

The percentage of
privately-funded tuition-
exempt students in 2015

Non-exempted
students:

11.0%

Exempted students:

89.0%
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